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Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

6 March, 2010

Nanaji Deshmukh: A pioneer
in societal reform

| have personally known and worked with
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Shri Nanaji Deshmukhiji for over two decades
and | admire his vision for an integrated societal
development in a challenging rural scenario. |
have witnessed how the people of Chitrakoot
pour their love towards this great soul.

Nanaiji was a mission oriented leader with a
unique sense of commitment. He devoted large
part of his life to the development of Deen-
dayal Research Institute that he established way
back in 1969 for organized rural development
in the Chitrakoot region. He established Chi-
tarkoot Gramodya Vishwavidyalaya in Chitrakoot, India's first rural
university and Nanaji was its first Chancellor. The innovative ideas
of Samaj Shilpi Dampatti, and the conflict free villages, will go into
the annals of history of rural development and . social t:mpower-
ment in India. His model of building on the core competence of the
region for wealth generation for the masses is indeed a unique and
sustainable economic development model.

Nanaiji and his team have already developed 80 villages in 16
clusters consisting of about 50,000 people. The greatest tribute we
can pay to Nandaiji today would be work for the realization of de-
veloping one hundred village clusters having approximately five
hundred villages around Chitrakoot covering over 300,000 people.

The message we derive out of the Nanaiji's life, is that of nurtur-
ing nobility of the leadership and perseverance to accomplish the
mission through continuous innovations in technology and manage-
ment. We will always cherish the memories of Nanaii in the societal
transformation he has accomplished. This is a great lesson from a
noble soul which should be emulated by every Indian youth.

oy s
(A.P. J. Abdul Kalam)

Former President of India

10, Rajaji Marg, New Delhi — 110011, India
Email : apj@abdulkalam.com
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SHIVRAJ V. PATIL RAJ BHAVAN
Governor of Punjab and CHANDIGARH

Administrator

Union Territory, Chandlgarh March 5 2010

Murlidhar C. Bhandare
GOVERNOR. ORISSA

March 08, 2010

| am deeply saddened at the passing away of Nanaiji
| am deeply grieved to learn about the sad demise of Shri Deshmukh, Sangh Parivar Veteran and the former Rajya
Sabha Member.

| express my heartfelt sympathies with the bereaved

Nanaji Deshmukh. Late Shri Deshmukhiji had, a very pleasing per-
sonality and always believed in action. His multi-dimensional pub-

lic life holds the true V picture of his character,

family members. In his death we have lost a seasoned politi-
conviction and commitment to the society. His as- cian and a very fine human being.
sociation with Deendayal Research Institute had In this bour of bereavement, | offer my heartfelt condo-
been quite significant as it led him towards lences. May God give the strength and courage to bereaved
evolving the models 9f holistic development family members, to bear this irreparable loss.
which were part of his constructive efforts. ~ | offer my deepest prayers to Almighty to grant peace to
| had the pleasure of working and interact- the departed soul.
ing with late Nanaii closely and he impressed'

me with his enthusiasm and devotion and above

all service to humanity. By donating his mortal
remains to All India Institute of Medical Sciences

for purpose of medical research, he continues to live immortal. His
life will always be a source of inspiration particularly young as (Shivraj V. Patil)
well as future generations to believe in themselves and serve the
society to the fullest. His sad demise was a great loss for me per-
sonally and also for those who have ever come across him and as-
sociated with his work.

At this hour of grief, | pay my homage to late Shri Nanaji and

also convey my heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family

members. May his soul rest in peace. o®
000 000O0OGFOSINOSS

Yours sincerely,

Mot Bt

(MURLIDHAR C. BHANDARE)
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ATV 1 2th of March 2010 o

OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon'ble Members, | refer with profound sorrow to the passing
away of Shri M. S. Abdul Khader and Shri Nana Deshmukh, former Members of this
House.

Shri Nana Deshmukh passed away on the 27th of February, 2010 at the age of
93 years.

Born in Kadoli in Parbhani District of Maharashtra in October, 1916, Shri Desh-
mukh had his education at Government High School, Washim in Akola District and
Inter Commerce from Birla College, Pilani.

An agriculturalist by vocation, Shri Deshmukh was a renowned social worker, who
worked for the realization of the dream of total transformation through total devel-
opment with people's initiative and participation in a number of villages of Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh.

Shri Deshmukh founded the Saraswati Shishu Mandir, a chain of pre-primary and
primary schools spread across India in 1950. He had set up the Deen Dayal Re-
search Institute in 1969 with the primary objective of finding innovative, eco-friendly
and sustainable models of development. He also established the Chitrakoot Gramo-
daya Vishwavidyalaya in Madhya Pradesh, India's first Rural University in 1991,
and was its first Chancellor.

Shri Nana Deshmukh was honoured with many awards including the Padma Vib-
hushan in 1999, National Citizen Award in 2001, Jeewan Gaurav Purashkar in
2003 and the Doctor of Letters by several Universities for social service.

Shri Nana Deshmukh was a Nominated Member of this House from November
1999 to November, 2005. He was also a Member of the Sixth Lok Sabha.

In the passing away of Shri Nana Deshmukh, the country has lost an eminent so-
cial activist and an able parliamentarian.

We deeply mourn the passing away of Shri M.S. Abdul Khader and Shri Nana
Deshmukh.

| request the Members to rise in their places and observe silence as a mark of
respect to the memory of the departed.
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Tribute to NANAJI DESHMUKH

from coffice@tata.com
to dridelhi1l @gmail.com
date Fri, Mar 5, 2010 at 6:07 PM

Dear Mr. Mahajan,

Thank you for your email of March 4th. | am so sorry to know about the passing
away of Nanaiji. | would like to send the following message as a tribute to him-
‘Nanaiji was that rare politician who evolved into a statesman and nation-builder.
He greatly valued his connection to the grassroots and was devoted to finding in-
digenous solutions to problems of livelihood and sustained income creation for
the forgotten poor. | was privileged to know him and will greatly cherish our as-
sociation.’

With regards,

Yours sincerely,
RATAN N. TATA
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The Statesman
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