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sign all the statutory papers, such as, UCs, Audited Statements of

Accounts, Progress Reports, Bonds, etc.

Role of Panchayati Raj Institutions

23. The Zilla Parishads and other Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)

shall have very important role to play in Watershed Development

Programmes. Wherever the DRDA has been made responsible for

implementation of the watershed programmes, the Chief Executive

Officer of the Zilla Parishad shall be a member of the DWDC. The

PRIs shall have the right to monitor and review the implementation

of the programme and provide guidance for improvements in the

administrative arrangements and procedures with a view to ensure

convergence of other programmes of Ministry of Rural Development

such as JGSY, SGSY, IAY, CRSP, Rural Drinking Water Supply etc.

24. At the Village level, the Gram Panchayat shall be fully involved

in the implementation of the programme, specially community

organisation and training programmes. It may use its administrative

authority and financial resources to support and encourage the

formation of SHGs/UGs, the operation and maintenance of the assets

created during project period and the common property resources

such as pasture lands, fisheries tanks, plantations on village common

lands, etc. The Gram Panchayats may also ensure that funds from

other developmental programmes of MoRD are used to supplement

and complement the Watershed Development Programmes. The Gram

Panchayat shall be empowered to review and discuss the progress of

watershed development programme in its meetings. The watershed

action plan should have the approval of Gram Sabha and it should be

a part of annual action plan of Gram Sabha. The Secretary, Watershed

Committee shall provide all information in respect of action plan,

funds earmarked for various activities, details of expenditure progress

of works and future plan of action to the Gram Panchayat/Gram Sabha.

25. The ZP/DRDA in whose favour the project has been sanctioned

will be entitled to affect recovery of funds from any institutions /

organizations / individuals and take appropriate action under law if


