because that is our very nature. Independence is intimately related to one’s
own culture. If culture does not form the basis of independence, then the
political movement for independence would be reduced simply to a scramble
by selfish and power-seeking persons. Independence can be meaningful
only if it becomes an instrument for the expression of our culture. Such
expression will not only contribute to our progress, but the effort required
will also give us the experience of joy. Therefore, both from the national as
well as human standpoint, it has become essential that we think of the
principles of Bharatiya culture. If with its help, we can reconcile the various
ideals of Western political thought, then it will be an added advantage for
us (fd1-@ias |alT). These Western principles are a product of revolution
in human thought and social conflict. They represent one or the other
aspiration of mankind and it is not proper to ignore them.

Bharatiya Culture Is Holistic

The first characteristic of Bharatiya culture is that it looks upon
life as an integrated whole. It has an integrated viewpoint. To think of parts
may be proper for a specialist, but it is not useful from the practical
standpoint. The confusion in the West arises primarily from its tendency to
think of life in sections and then to attempt to put them together by patchwork.
We do admit that there is diversity and plurality in life, but we have always
attempted to discover the unity behind them. This attempt is thoroughly
scientific. The scientists always attempts to discover order in the apparent
disorder in the universe, to find out the principles governing the universe,
and frame practical rules on the basis of these principles. Chemists discovered
that a few elements comprise the entire physical world. Physicists went one
step further and showed that even these elements pulsate with energy. Today,
we know that the entire universe is only a form of energy.

Philosophers are also basically scientists. The Western philosophers
reached up to the principle of duality. Hegel put forward the principle of
thesis, anti-thesis and synthesis. Karl Marx used his principle as a basis and
presented his analysis of history and economics. Darwin considered the
principle of ‘Survival of the Fittest’ as the sole basis of life. But we, in this
country, perceived the basic unity of all life. Even the dualists have believed
nature and spirit to be complementary to each other rather than contradictory.
The diversity in life is merely an expression of the internal unity. There is
complementarity underlying the diversity. The unity in seed finds expression
in various forms - the roots, the trunk, the branches, the leaves, the flowers



