
operation if any part of the body has a cancerous growth. There is no need

to amputate healthy limbs. If today, society is gripped with evils like

untouchability, which leads men to treat other human beings as lower than

themselves, and thereby threaten the national unity, we shall have to end

such evils.

We shall be required to produce such institutions as will kindle the

spirit of action in us, which will replace the self-centredness and selfishness

by a desire to serve the Nation, which will produce not only sympathy

towards our brethren, but a sense of affection and oneness with them. Such

institutions can truly reflect our Chiti.

Chiti is a Nation’s soul. The power that energises and activates the

Nation is called Virat, which in turn is aroused and organised and canalised

by Chiti. The place of Virat in the life of a Nation is similar to that of Prana

in the body. Just as Prana infuses strength in various organs of the body,

refreshes the intellect, and keeps body and soul together, so also in a Nation,

with a strong Virat alone, can democracy succeed and the government be

effective. Then the diversity of our Nation does not prove an obstacle to our

national unity. The differences of language, occupation, etc., are present

everywhere. However, when the Virat is awake, diversity does not lead to

conflict and people co-operate with one another like the various limbs of

the human body or like the members of a family.

We have to undertake the task of awakening our Nation’s Virat. Let

us start carrying on this task of awakening the Virat of the Nation with a

high sense of pride in our hoary glorious past, taking a realistic assessment

of the present and having a great ambition for the future. We wish neither to

make this country a shadow of some distant past nor an imitation of Russia

or America.

With the support of universal knowledge and our heritage, we shall

create a Bharat which will excel all its past glories, and will enable every

citizen in its fold to develop his manifold latent potentialities and to achieve,

through a sense of unity with the entire creation, a state even higher than

that of a complete human being. It is a state in which Nar (Man) becomes

Narayan (God). This is the eternal and continuous divine form of our culture.

This is our message to humanity at the crossroads. May God give us the

strength to succeed in this task.

BHARAT MATA KI JAI

25th April, 1965.


