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dampati, or social architect couples, convinced the village elders that litigation
was a barrier to their progress. Instead of doing the rounds of courts, it would
be much better to resolve differences amicably. Once quarrels are put aside, it
becomes possible to work together on irrigation projects that benefit the entire
village.

The advice of the village elders appealed to one and all. The villages began to
compete with each other in becoming litigation-free. As a result, 80 of the
villages around Chitrakoot are almost litigation-free today. The villagers have
unanimously decided that no quarrel will find its way to court; all differences
will be sorted out amicably in the village itself. Freedom from divisive litigation
that had afflicted villages for decades became possible. | am convinced that by
2010, 500 villages around Chitrakoot will declare themselves litigation-free.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,
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(Nana Deshmukh)



