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T am happy to write a foreword
for the book "Rashira Rishi® which is
a pictonal tiibute 1o the great social
transformet late Sho Nanaji
Deshmukyi. Nanaji was a societal
reformer who had brought smiles in
the faces of hundreds of thousands
people i the nation, Nanaji had o
precise understanding of the
opportunities and challenges of the
Inchian villages and his decp
compassion made him realcee the
problems of the common man. His
work will always five in our 5
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devel al activities being camed

He established Chitrak b by
Vishwavidyalaya in Chitrakoot
India's fint rural university and was iis
first Chancellor

Shri Nana Deshmukhjt, whe
passcd away this year, at the age of 93
years and his team members
belonging to Deendayal Rescarch
Institute (DR1) have worked towards
the empowenment of the ruml regons
in Central India covening over 500
villages. DR] is o unique institution
developing and implementing a

as a transformation approach o
integrsted and value based
empowenment ol the human being and
this book isa reflection of the waork
and achievement of the great soul

Nanaji's love for education and
knowledge was reflected in his
creation of India's first Shishu Mandir
in 1950, Nanaji actively participated
in agncoltural land reform movement
started by Vinoba Bhave, a

contemporary of Mahatma Gandhi. By

spending two months with Vinoba he

was inspired by the success and appeal
of the movement. Nanaji devored his
entine time to Deendayal Rescarch
Institute that he established way back
i 1969 for orpanized rural

development in the Chitrakoot region

village develoy model, which is
maost suited for Indian conditions
Apart from all these
development activities, the Nunagi and
his team have enabled about a 100
villages to be "self reliant™. They have
devised a unique way to define self’
reliance in the villages., [t not only
Takes 1060 BOCOUNT ECOnaImie
development and poverty alleviation
but also socio-cultural aspects. This
tncludes the village being litigation
free, harmontous and improvemnent in
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out by DRI and this book: brnges th
fact forth beautifully in a pictonal
manner. He had a strong belief in the
capacity of the youth to be the
sculptons of the future and buslders of
the mation. His fife and work s an
example of bow technology and
traditional can be synchromined
towards commono goals of homan

welfare and people empowerment.
Nanmaj wias somente who e
above party politics. and i hia
mission of social service he cut scrom
all party lines and gathered people and
leaders from all dimenisons owards
the mission of development. The
message of Nanaji's life, is that of
nurturing pobality of the lesdership
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