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Vishwavidyalaya in Chitrakoot, India's first rural university and Nanaji was its
first Chancellor. The innovative ideas of Samaj Shilpi Dampatti, and the conflict
free villages, will go into the annals of history of rural development and .
social :mpowerment in India. His model of building on the core competence of
the region for wealth generation for the masses is indeed a unique and sustain-
able economic development model.

Nanaiji and his team have already developed 80 villages in 16 clusters
consisting of about 50,000 people. The greatest tribute we can pay to Nanaji
today would be work for the realization of developing one hundred village
clusters having approximately five hundred villages around Chitrakoot covering
over 300,000 people.

The message we derive out of the Nanaiji's life, is that of nurturing nobility
of the leadership and perseverance to accomplish the mission through continu-
ous innovations in technology and management. We will always cherish the
memories of Nanaiji in the societal transformation he has accomplished. This is
a great lesson from a noble soul which should be emulated by every Indian

youth.
(A.P. J. Abdul Kalam)
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