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Nanaji Deshmukh: A pioneer in societal reform 

I have personally known and worked with Shri Nanaji Deshmukhji for over

two decades and I admire his vision for an integrated societal development in

a challenging rural scenario. I have witnessed how the people of Chitrakoot

pour their love towards this great soul. 

Nanaji was a mission oriented leader with a unique sense of commitment.

He devoted large part of his life to the development of Deendayal Research

Institute that he established way back in 1969 for organized rural develop-

ment in the Chitrakoot region. He established Chitarkoot Gramodya

Vishwavidyalaya in Chitrakoot, India's first rural university and Nanaji was its

first Chancellor. The innovative ideas of Samaj Shilpi Dampatti, and the conflict

free villages, will go into the annals of history of rural development and .

social t:mpowerment in India. His model of building on the core competence of

the region for wealth generation for the masses is indeed a unique and sustain-

able economic development model. 

Nanaji and his team have already developed 80 villages in 16 clusters

consisting of about 50,000 people. The greatest tribute we can pay to Nanaji

today would be work for the realization of developing one hundred village

clusters having approximately five hundred villages around Chitrakoot covering

over 300,000 people. 

The message we derive out of the Nanaji's life, is that of nurturing nobility

of the leadership and perseverance to accomplish the mission through continu-

ous innovations in technology and management. We will always cherish the

memories of Nanaji in the societal transformation he has accomplished. This is

a great lesson from a noble soul which should be emulated by every Indian

youth. 

(A.P. J. Abdul Kalam) 
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®úÉ¹]õÅÒªÉ º´ÉªÉÆºÉä´ÉEò ºÉÆPÉ 

º´ÉMÉÒÇªÉ xÉÉxÉÉ VÉÒ nùä¶É¨ÉÖJÉ Eäò VÉÉxÉä ºÉä ¦ÉÉ®úiÉ Eäò ºÉÉ´ÉÇVÉÊxÉEò VÉÒ´ÉxÉ Eäò iÉ{Éº´ÉÒ Eò¨ÉÇªÉÉäMÉÒ,

®úÉVÉxÉÒÊiÉ ¨ÉäÆ ®ú½þEò®ú ¦ÉÒ VÉ±É ¨ÉäÆ Eò¨É±É{ÉjÉ´ÉiÉ {ÉÊ´ÉjÉ ®ú½þxÉä ´ÉÉ±Éä BEò ÊxÉ¹`öÉ´ÉÉxÉ º´ÉªÉÆºÉä´ÉEò

Eäò |Éä®úhÉÉnùÉªÉÒ VÉÒ´ÉxÉ EòÉ +ÆiÉ ½þÖ+É ½þè* {É®úxiÉÖ ªÉ½þ VÉÒ´ÉxÉ ºÉ¨ÉÚSÉä nùä¶É EòÒ xÉªÉÒ {ÉÒgÒ EòÉä

ºÉiÉiÉÂ nùä¶É¦ÉÊHò, ºÉ¨ÉÇ{ÉhÉ ´É ºÉä´ÉÉ EòÒ |Éä®úhÉÉ nùäiÉÉ ®ú½þäMÉÉ* 

=xÉEòÉ VÉÒ´ÉxÉ EÞòiÉÉlÉÇ VÉÒ´ÉxÉ lÉÉ* <ºÉÊ±ÉªÉä =xÉEäò {ÉÉÊlÉÇ´É EòÉ oùÊ¹]õ ºÉä +ÉäZÉ±É ½þÉäxÉÉ,

¨ÉÉjÉ ¶ÉÉäEò EòÒ ¤ÉÉiÉ xÉ½þÓ ½þè, ¤ÉÊ±Eò ½þ¨É ºÉ¦ÉÒ Eäò Ê±ÉªÉä º´ÉªÉÆ EÞòiÉºÉÆEòÊ±{ÉiÉ ½þÉäxÉä EòÒ ¤ÉÉiÉ

½þè* =xÉEäò VÉÒ´ÉxÉ EòÉ +xÉÖEò®úhÉ +{ÉxÉä VÉÒ´ÉxÉ ¨ÉäÆ Eò®úxÉÉ, ªÉ½þÒ =xÉEòÉä ºÉSSÉÒ ¸ÉrùÉÆVÉÊ±É

½þÉäMÉÒ* ¨ÉèÆ =xÉEòÒ º¨ÉÞÊiÉ ¨ÉäÆ +{ÉxÉÒ ´ªÉÊHòMÉiÉ iÉlÉÉ ®úÉ¹]õÅÒªÉ º´ÉªÉÆºÉä´ÉEò ºÉÆPÉ EòÒ ½þÉÊnùÇEò

¸ÉrùÉÆVÉÊ±É +Ê{ÉÇiÉ Eò®úiÉÉ ½þÚÄ* 

¨ÉÉä½þxÉ®úÉ´É ¦ÉÉMÉ´ÉiÉ 

ºÉ®úºÉÆPÉSÉÉ±ÉEò, ®úÉ¹]õÅÒªÉ º´ÉªÉÆºÉä́ ÉEò ºÉÆPÉ 
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